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President Report 

ANNA NSW State Delegate Report: 

 

Our first educational session for 
2011 was held  during the evening 
on 29 June at St Vincent’s when 
Professor Sandy Middleton pre-
sented the results of the QASC 
study.  QASC stands for ‘Quality in 
Acute Stroke Care’.  The findings of 
this study are very exciting for neu-
roscience nurses because they pro-
vide hard data to substantiate what 
we have always known:  specialised 
protocol-driven nursing care saves 
lives!   We await the journal publica-
tion but in the meantime  the take 
home message for me was that con-
trolling  fever, glucose and screening 
for swallowing problems after acute 
stroke have a significant impact on 
survival.    

We wanted to hear from our mem-
bers how ANNA NSW  can meet edu-
cational needs.  Thank you to Caleb 
Ferguson for developing an online 
survey and analysing the results.  
Thank you also, Shae Miller for dis-
tributing the survey.   The preferred 
topic for discussion at these ses-
sions was new developments in neu-
roscience nursing, the weird and 
wonderful and neurotrauma.  The 
preferred day was Wednesday and 
the preferred time was 6-8pm.  The 
participants favoured rotating sites 
for the sessions and holding them 
quarterly.   

As we continue to update our data-
base of members we hope to re-
survey and capture a wider sample 
in the future.  In the meantime, 
contact us by email to share your 
thoughts and also if you would like 
to have an ANNA evening at your 
institution.  I think we all would 
agree that with the introduction of 
continuous professional develop-
ment required to maintain our reg-
istration we want access to educa-
tion that is relevant to our working 
environment.   

Anyone planning on going to The 
ANNA  Scientific Meeting in Perth 
this October? The John Sheard 
Travel Award is available to our 
membership.  Applications are  con-
sidered for travel, registration and 
accommodation expenses associated 
with attending a professional devel-
opment activity including a confer-
ence, seminar, workshop or short 
course (excluding formal/higher 
education course fees) relevant to  
neuroscience nursing.   The closing 
date is 31 August.  There are two 
awards of 
$500 or one 
award of 
$1000 avail-
able.    

 

 

Jeanne Barr 



 

 

.EUROPEAN ASSOCIATION OF 
NEUROSCIENCE NURSES 

QUADRENNIAL CONGRESS 

Blankenberge, Belgium. May 2011. 
 

The 9th Quadrennial 

Congress of the EANN 

took place in the sea-

side village of Blanken-

berge, Belgium May 4-7 

2011. There were over 

680 delegates, includ-

ing 7 from Australia. 

 

The Belgian Association were well organised, wonderful 

hosts. They gave an excellent introduction by having the 

opening reception at The Pier (left) where we had a 

chance to taste Belgian produce. 

 

The Opening Ceremony was the at the Floreal Congress 

Centre, in which Princess Astrid, Princess of Belgium, 

gave the opening remarks. Royal protocol came into play 

and a few of us were able to meet with HRH during the 

break. This was followed by a brilliant Opening Plenary 

session by Chocolatier 

Dominique Persoone and 

Neurologist Professor Pe-

ter De Deyn in which they 

asked “What does Belgian 

chocolate do to your 

brain?” Belgium’s “best 

chocolatier” gave the total 

experience of his art by 

way of tasting and experi-

encing his chocolate 

through the five senses, as explained by Prof De Deyn 

using MRI imaging … whilst we did the tasting! 

 

Dominique explained how he was asked to make some-

thing for the Rolling Stones. He demonstrated it on stage 

- a contraption he invented to facilitate the inhaling of 

powdered stimulants up both nostrils. Thankfully, this is 

Belgium and Dominique's drug of choice was chocolate. 

In this case, his "chocolate shooter" catapults a finely 

ground dust of pure Dominican Republic cocoa cut with 

ginger and mint nose-ward to fill the brain with an explo-

sion of phantom flavours. There were 61 concurrents 

sessions as well as workshops and poster displays giving 

the delegate a wide choice of educational opportunities. 

 

This meeting also hosted the World Federation of Neuro-

science Nurses Board Meeting in which there were 22 

delegates representing 22 countries. There were two 

main topics of discussion: NeuroBlend and the 2013 

WFNN Congress host country. It was voted that 

NeuroBlend continue to be progressed with the aim of 

introduction into each country  

 

as a learning module for university/hospital settings. This 

would mean that there would be a world wide, standard-

ised computer based learning tool. We have short and 

long term goals to work towards and ANNA will be pro-

gressing this opportunity. 

 

The Board Meeting also provided a forum for the Japa-

nese Association to give an update and report on the 

state of Japan following the devastating earth-

quake/tsunami, as well as an avenue for Board members 

to 

vote on whether to continue planning for Japan 2013 or 

to look elsewhere. The Japanese delegates gave an 

amazing presentation and are quite ready and able to 

host the next WFNN Congress. The Board voted unani-

mously to continue with plans for Gifu, Japan 2013. 

 

Submitted by Vicki Evans 

CNC Neuroscience RNSH 

WFNN Vice President 
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Left: Australian delegates: - Nicki Pereira, Brianna Beattie, 

Michelle Kleiner, Sharryn Byers, Jeanne Barr & Vicki Evans 



 

 

Page 3 Volume 25 

ANNA Professional Standards for Neuroscience Nurses 

 

The ANNA executive are seeking a group of keen, enthusiastic and dedicated 

neuroscience nurses to be part of a working group to provide input into the 

update and revision of the  

ANNA Professional Standards for Neuroscience Nurses. 

The Neuroscience Nurses Standards require review and revision in keeping with the scope of nursing 

practice change since the 2004 edition. These professional standards capture the attributes needed 

for specialist nursing practice across a diversity of neuroscience settings and are developed based 

upon eight domains of professional nursing practice which were extrapolated from the Competency 

Standards for the Advanced Nurse and the Competency Standards for Specialist Critical Care Nurses. 

If you are interested in being part of this exciting professional development 

opportunity please contact ANNA Vice-President Katrina Mastello at vice-

president@anna.asn.au  
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WFNN Congress ~ Nagoya, Japan. 

September 13 - 17, 2013.

The Japanese Association of Neuroscience Nurses is excited and honoured to be 
hosting the next WFNN Congress.

The Scientific Committee (SC) for the 2013 Congress has begun the lengthy 
preparat ions required for a meeting in a predominantly non-English speaking 
count ry. The language of  the Congress is English. The SC consists of 
representatives from Canada, UK,  Finland, Japan, USA and Australia.

I encourage you all to make the trek to Nagoya – after all, it’s in our “neck of the 
woods” - you will enjoy the experience!

Cheers, 

VickiV ickiV ickiV icki
WFNN Vice President

Scientific Chair  2013 Congress

Overseas Conference Opportunities 

Scholarships to attend conferences 

� http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/nursing/scholarships.asp 

� http://www.health.nsw.gov.au/resources/gmct/neuro/guidelines_pdf.asp 

� Applications for GMCT funding to be in by the LAST Friday in Feb, May, July, Aug, and Nov 

� John Sheard Travel Award through ANNA -Applications to be in by the last working day in Au-
gusthttp://www.anna.asn.au/index.php?page=nsw-branch 

Want to go to  a conference, forum, workshop, meeting or short course 

in 2011? 

Why not apply for the 

John Sheard Travel Award? 
 

Applications for this award will be considered for travel, registration and/or accommodation 
expenses associated with attending a professional development activity such as an educa-
tional/professional conference, forum, workshop, meeting or short course (excluding for-
mal/higher education course fees); where the content is relevant to neuroscience nursing. 

Closing Date 

Applications must be received by the last working day in August. 

For more information or an application   

E-mail to:      JBarr@nsccahs.health.nsw.gov.au  



 

 

29 ANNA NSW Branch Members participated 
in an Online Survey earlier this year, with an 
aim to investigate what ANNA NSW members 
would like to see from ANNA NSW Education 
Seminars.  

 

There were 29 responses to the survey  

The survey was promoted in Hemisphere News. 

  

Results  

Venue:  

44.8% n=13 participants stated that they 
would prefer to rotate hospital sites. 41.4% 
n=12 stated that they preferred RNSH as their 
venue, then followed by RPA, 20.7% n=6, 
Prince of Wales Hospital 13.8% n=4, Concord 
Hospital, 13.8% n=4 and Westmead Hospital 
10.3% n=3. Liverpool, St Vincent’s & St George 
all scored low with only a 6.9% n=2 preference 
each. Followed by Nepean 3.4% n=1. Other 
suggestions for venue included Macquarie Uni-
versity Hospital and Burwood College of Nurs-
ing.  

Day of Week & Time :  

There was an overwhelming support for 
Wednesday’s 66.7% n= 8 and Tuesday’s 58.3% 
n=7 as preferred day of seminars.  

The preferred time was 6-8pm (51.7% n=15)  

Topic  

Neurodegenerative conditions 55.2% n=16  

Movement disorders 41.4% n=12  

Stroke 37.9% n=11  

Neurosurgery 65.5% n=19  

Neuro Trauma 75.9% n=22  

Interventional Radiology 51.7% n=15  

iMRI 51.7% n=15  

Brain Tumours 62.1% n=18  

The weird & wonderful 82.8% n=24  

Infective neurological conditions 65.5% n=19  

Patient, family & carer support 48.3% n=14  

New developments in neuroscience 89.7% 
n=26  

Neuroscience nursing technology 65.5% n=19  

Latest neuroscience nursing research 79.3% 
n=23  

Legal & ethical considerations in neuroscience 
nursing 65.5% n=19  

Multi-disciplinary support for neuroscience pa-
tients 37.9% n=11  

 

Other topics suggested:  

Advanced assessment and “NeuroBlend”  

Most popular – New developments in neurosci-
ence, The weird & wonderful, Neurotrauma & 
The latest developments in neuroscience nurs-
ing research.  

Least popular – Stroke, Multidisciplinary care, 
Movement disorders and patient, family & 
carer support.  

 

When participants were asked who would you 
like to present?  

Nurse leaders  

Nurse experts  

Dynamic Speakers  

Prof Lin Perry (POWH)  

Dr Jacqueline Baker (UTS)  

 

When would you like these sessions?  

Participants identified that they would like the 
sessions to be held quarterly (34.5% n = 10) or 
3 times per year (34.5% n=10).  

In Summary  

Participants identified that they would like to 
rotate venues. Wednesday’s between 6-8pm 
was identified as the optimal time. The most 
popular topics participants were interested in 
seeing covered included; New developments in 
neuroscience and nursing research, the weird 
and wonderful and neurotrauma. Participants 
identified that they would like nurse leaders 
and experts to present. It was suggested that 
sessions be held quarterly or 3 times per year.  

Many thanks to all who participated in the sur-
vey.  

Kind regards,  

Caleb Ferguson 

ANNA NSW Education Seminar Survey Results.  
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